Middle 
School 
Arts 
Broaden 
^Scope 


As  part  of  ihe 
development  of  the 
new  Middle  Seh(H)l 
curriculum,  the  Grades 
7  &  8  Alls  Programme  has 
been  altered  to  increase  the 
students'  exposure  to  the  arts. 

In  the  past.  Grades  7  &  8 
have  had  the  opportunity  to 
choose  one  year-long  iuls 
option  each  year.  This  new 
two-year  programme  offers 
four  semester-long  (1/2  yeiu-) 
courses.  By  the  time  a 
student  graduates  from  the 
Middle  School,  he  will  have 
tsiken  Drama.  Studio  Art, 
Music,  and  Consumer 
Econoniics. 

In  addition  to  providing  a 
broader  base  in  the  arts,  the 
change  will  help  each  student 
(iiake  more  informed  choices 
""when  he  selects  his  Senior 
School  arts  options.  This 
coming  year,  the  Grade  7s 
will  start  the  programme, 
with  full  implementation 
taking  place  in  1993-94. 

The  new  Middle  School 
four-course  fonnat  also 
allows  teachers  to  dovetail 
their  material  with  one  or 
more  other  classes.  Carol 
Manning,  the  nevv 
Coordinator  of  the  Middle 
School  explained. 
"Integrating  art  with  histoiy, 
music,  and  math,  or  drama 
with  French  are  all 
possibilities.  The  potential 
for  cross  curricular  teaching 
is  tremendous  with  this 
.structure." 
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Enviro 
Week  '92 
Opens 
Eyes 

Senior  School  raises 
money  and  awareness 
during  Enviro  Week  '92 

Never  before  has  Selwyn 
House  sponsored  a  whole  week  of 
activities  dedicated  to  the 
Environment.  The  week  of  May 
11-15  became  the  first  (and 
hopefully  the  first  annual)  Earth 
Week  at  SHS.  The  idea  originated 
with  this  year's  Prefects,  but  with 
the  founding  of  the  school's  first 
Environment  Group,  the  idea 
caught  the  imaginations  of  others 
as  well  and  soon  grew  into  a 
Senior  School  project. 

After  hearing  so  much  about 
pollution  and  environmental 
disasters  both  around  the  world 
and  at  home  in  Canada,  the 
students  wanted  to  help.  The 
week's  focus  became  cleaning  up 
the  land,  water,  and  air  of 
Montreal.  The  Grade  1  1  bake 
sale  and  other  fundraisers 
brought  in  over  $350  which  was 


donated  to  a  fund  established  to 
clean  up  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 

Raising  student  awareness 
was  also  a  primary  focus  of  the 
week.  Vivid  pictures  of  waste 
pouring  into  the  St.  Lawrence, 
pollution  marring  the  surrounding 
countryside,  and  chemicals 
poisoning  the  air  galvanized 
many  students  to  action. 

Thursday's  assembly  became  a 
forum  for  free  speech  where 
students  voiced  their  concerns 
about  the  environment.  In  addition, 
homerooms  were  given  a  letter  or 
number  from  the  project's  slogan 
"Enviro  Week  '92".  Each  room 
designed  its  own  letter  or  number 
and  then  presented  thoughts  about 
what  that  symbol  meant  to  the 
environment.  Everything  from 
songs  to  somber  messages  of 
disaster  and  the  dire  need  for  action 


was  shared.  It  was  amazing  to  see 
the  school  come  together  to 
seriously  discuss  this  one  subject. 

The  week  ended  with  a  clean- 
up of  Westmount.  Old  tires, 
television  sets,  countless  plastic 
bags,  and  bottles  were  gathered 
by  students.  The  final  act  was  the 
planting  of  two  trees  at  SHS. 

Although  the  actual 
environmental  impact  of  Enviro 
Week  "92  was  small,  the 
project  was  a  success  because  it 
raised  the  interest  level  of  many 
people  at  school.  The  students 
became  more  aware  that  the 
earth's  problems  have  yet  to  be 
resolved  and  that  solutions  have 
only  begun  to  be  explored.  "It's 
the  job  that's  never  started  that 
takes  the  longest  to  finish." 

Richard  Brooks  '92 
Senior  Prefect 


Grade  4 
Discovers  Montreal 

For  the  past  several  years  the  Grade  4  students 
have  spent  a  portion  of  their  spring  term  learning 
about  Montreal.  Each  student  chooses  an  interest 
and  then  plans  a  trip  that  will  allow  him  to  learn 
more  about  this  interest.  The  trip  could  be  to  a  place 
of  historical  value,  one  which  has  a  cultural  or  a 
commercial  impact,  or  one  noteworthy  because  of 
its  aesthetics.  Students  have  visited  places  such  as 
Victoria  Bridse  and  Ste.  Anne  de  Bellevue. 


Chinatown  and  The  Main,  the  RCMP  Headquarters 
and  Old  Montreal,  to  name  a  few.  After  the  trip,  the 
students  devise  a  follow-up  project  such  as  creating 
a  model  of  a  building,  a  diagram  of  a  bridge,  or  a 
report  on  the  history  of  the  RCMP. 

Many  thanks  go  to  the  willing  parents  and 
friends  who  serve  as  tour  guides  and  chaperones.  If 
you  are  interested  in  helping  with  this  project  next 
spring,  please  contact  one  of  the  Grade  4  teachers, 
Mary  Ellen  Viau  or  Marg  Lynn  (who  guarantee 
volunteers  a  great  experience  and  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  make  Montreal  come  alive  for  the 


Babar  and  SATs 


The  complaint  has  been  voiced  again  that  our  boys  read  less 
now  than  ever,  and  that  lower  \erbal  SAT  scores  are  proof  of  either 
a  sanctioned  illiteracy  in  the  English  curriculuin  or  the  general 
mendacity  of  the  students  who 
claim  to  read  books  they  do  not. 

Behiixi  the  arras  at  this  play  is  ilie 
a:ciLsing  ligure  of  yesterday's  gnidiuite. 
that  c~amivoroiis  reackr.  tliat  SAT  sla\cr 
who,  only  last  yeiir.  ctudal  e\er\  classic  on  the  Senior  Reading  List 

Have  our  readers  so  maikediy  changed?  I  w  onder. 

My  maiden  class  at  SHS  (Grade  4B  in  1984)  is  graduating  this 
spring.  I  have  retaughl  eight  or  nine  of  them,  and  its  readers  then 
are  readers  still:  its  non-readers  are  legion.  What  has  changed  since 
that  simpler  time,  quite  likely,  is  that  even  our  book-lovers  have 
broadened  their  reading  to  periodicals  and  newspapers,  are 
consuming  more  tele\  ision.  and  in  this  feast  there  may  lie  famine. 

Our  problem  is  w  hat  Robert  Solonian  has  called  "the  new 
illiteracy."  It  is  "a  form  of  intellectual  starvation  that  affects  people 
who  in  fact  read  voraciously,  even  obsessively,  food  can  labels, 
sports  headlines,  and  People  magazine  captions.  But  they  don't  read 
books.  Or  essays.  Or  any  magazine  article  without  pictures.'' 


"Have  our  readers  so  markedly  changed? 
I  wonder. " 


Soloman  chafes  at  the  growing  indifference  to  ideas  amoag^ 
these  busy  readers,  the  "retreat  to  cliches  about  democratic 
freedom,  human  rights,  getting  in  touch  with  one's  feelings."  1 

agree.  I  would  add,  however, 
that  a  second  by-product  of  the 
new  illiteracy  is  the  loss  of  a 
self-conscious  vocabulary,  a 
language  found  in  fine  books, 
that  by  its  nature  is  absent  from  TV,  People,  or  The  Gazette.  Much 
of  this  vocabulary  appears  on  SATs. 

To  refute  these  libelous  broadsides,  let  me  declare  that  the 
English  Department  requires  students  in  grades  9,  10,  and  11  to  read 
six  novels  a  year.  Short  of  our  supervising  seat  reading,  of  course, 
this  consumption  of  complete  novels  is  avoidable.  Coles  notes  and 
television  versions  of  even  our  briefest  novels  are  easily  acquired, 
and  even  the  greenest  of  high  schoolers  knows  that  book  reports, 
like  election-year  promises,  can  be  falsified.  It  seems  to  me  ironic 
that  the  impulse  that  will  best  serve  my  one  year  old  son  in  high 
school  is  his  present  fascination  widi  narrative. 

Pat  Shannon 
English  Teacher  &  New  Father 


SHS  Turnover  Sale 

June  17 

from  1-3  P.M. 

in  the  Dining  Hall 

Please  rummage  through  your 

closets  once  again  and  drop 

off  your  clean,  out-grown 

uniforms  at  the  school  office 

by  Tuesday,  June  16  (between 

8:30  A.M.  and  4:30  p.m.  on 

school  days).  We  accept 

sweaters,  pants  (on  hangers), 

shirts  (folded),  blazers, 

duffels,  and  trenches.  Blazers. 

duffels,  and  trenches  should 

be  individually  marked  with 

your  name,  address,  postal 

code,  phone  number,  and  size 

of  clothing. 
New  shirts  will  also  be  sold. 


For  further  information, 
please  call: 

Susan  Mann:  484-3390 
Sandra  Guinness:  931-6796 
Helen  Rutledge:  482-2153 


The  SHS  Outing  Club  Takes  to  the  Hills, 
and  to  the  Mountains,  and  to  the  Seas.... 


This  year  the  SHS  Outing  Club  sponsored  three  trips. 
In  the  fall  15  students  traveled  to  Mount  Mansfield  where 
they  hiked  and  camped  for  three  days.  The  second  trip 
was  a  three  day  X-country  skiing  and  winter  camping 
expedition.  The  students  slept  in  Quinzhees  (igloo-like 
structures),  snowshoed,  cooked  their  own  food  over  fires, 
and  skied  the  beautiful  countryside.  This  past  spring  they 
mountain  hiked  at  Round  Hearth  in  Mt.  Orford  Park. 

The  trips  were  an  unmitigated  success.  Marty  Boyle,  the  Outing 
Club's  staff  advisor,  already  has  plans  for  an  additional  trip  next 
year.  This  one  would  be  an  orienteering  and  rock  climbing  trip  at 
Round  Hearth  during  the  fall. 

The  Outing  Club  is  primarily  for  grades  9-11,  although  there  are 
plans  for  a  grades  7  &  8  programme  as  well.  Mr.  Boyle  explained 
the  club's  objectives,  "First,  we  are  trying  to  introduce  the  students 
to  new  activities  that  they  can  enjoy  their  whole  life.  Second,  there 
are  many  students  who  are  currently  participating  in  the  SHS 

etic  Programme  who  have  the  opportunity  to  travel  with  a 
team.  The  Outing  Club  is  geared  towards  those  who  do 
not  have  this  opportunity  but  who  would  like  to  do 
some  traveling  and  share  some  off-site  experiences 
with  their  classmates  and  teachers." 

Other  faculty  who  participate,  and  without 
whom  the  programme  would  not  flourish,  are 
Mr.  Sylvain  Decelles,  Mrs.  Irene  Lunt, 
Mr.  Michael  Downey,  and  Mr.  Roger  Nincheri. 


As  though  you 
were  there. 


"And  were! 


»» 


exclaimed  several  Grade  7s 


On  Tuesday.  May  19,  the  entire  Grade  7  visited  Le  Palais  de  la 
Civilization  which  presented  an  exhibit  about  Rome.  Twenty-three 
different  museums  in  Italy  loaned,  for  the  first  time,  prize  artifacts 
for  the  exhibit. 

The  displays  were  organized  into  four  themes:  1)  Etruscans 
and  Rome's  Origins,  2)  The  Universe  of  the  Gods,  3)  The 
Hereafter  and  Funereal  Art.  and  4)  Roman  Cultural  and  Public 
Life. 

Explained  Joe  Flanders  "96,  'it  was  as  if  we  had  flown  back 
dirough  time  to  ancient  Rome."  Small  aspects  of  daily  life  and  the 
rigors  of  surviving  back  then  made  the  students  think.  "It  was  so 
low-tech.  Even  storing  food  and  valuables  required  energy  and 
ingenuitv."  said  Tri  Vinh  Van  "96. 


'The  universe  is  change... life  is  what  our 
thoughts  make  it." 

Marcus  Aurelius  Antonius 


Changes  &  Reminders 

Corrt'dion:  In  next  year's  calendar  which  was 
already  sent  out,  May  17  not  May  24  is  a  holiday. 


All  student  health  forms  must  be  returned  to  the 
.school  by  August  I,  1992. 

IJon't  throw  away  old  items  -  instead  - 
donate  them  to  the 

October  Garage  Sale. 

.SHS  will  store  the  goods  over  the  summer. 

We  will  even  pick  up  the  larger  items. 

Call  Marc  Krusheinyski  at  931-9481. 

Proceeds  go  to  the  .SHS  Trip  Fund  and  the 

Montreal  Children's  Hospital. 


"The  new  50- 
minute  block 
gives  everyone 
more  value." 


New  Schedule 
Yields  Richer 
Experience 

In  response  to  the  Lash  Report  and  after 
extensive  review,  SHS  is  implementing  a  new 
schedule.  This  schedule  will  allow  for  longer 
periods  (50  minutes 
instead  of  the  current  40) 
so  teachers  will  have 
more  time  to  develop 
lessons.  Teacher  Jack 
Martin  supports  the 
change:  "The  new  50- 
minute  block  gives 
everyone  more  value.  It  minimizes  set-up  time  so 
that  more  time  can  be  spent  on  the  lesson,  and  it 
allows  for  greater  flexibility.  A  50-minute  class 
enables  me  to  organize  two  activities  that  interact 
with  each  other.  This  flexibility  is  even  greater  on 
those  days  when  we  have  a  double  period." 

Another  advantage  is  a  richer  learning 
experience.  Because  there  will  be  fewer  periods 
per  day.  each  student  will  be  responsible  for  fewer 
subjects  on  any  given  day.  This  reduction  in  the 
number  of  demands  will  allow  the  student  to 
concentrate  on  those  subjects  which  are  due.  The 
increased  focus  should  enhance  the  learning 
experience. 

An  additional  feature  of  the  new  schedule  is  a 
rotating  six-day  cycle  (in  lieu  of  the  current  fixed 
five-day  cycle).  This  schedule  will  more  evenly 
distribute  class  time.  For  example,  those  courses 
that  are  currently  taught  on  Mondays  and  Fridays 
sometimes  do  not  meet  because  of  long  weekends 
and  holidays.  The  new  schedule  will  ensure  that 
all  courses  share  class  time  evenly. 

The  Secondary  School  French  Programme  also 
benefits  because  French  will  be  taught  every  day 
for  a  net  18%  increase  in  class  time.  Overall,  class 
time  in  every  subject  will  be  greater  by  4%. 


The  1992 
Grad  Dance 
A  Time  to 
Remember 


This  year's  annual 
Grad  Dance  was  once  again 
a  highlight  for  the 
graduating  seniors.  The 
evening  began  with  several 
parties,  and  a  dinner  and 
dancing  at  the  McGill 
Faculty  Club,  and  ended 
with  a  breakfast  feast  at  the 
Flanders  where  a  breakfast- 
to-wake-up-for,  complete 
with  crepes  and  fresh 
strawberries,  was  served. 

The  evening's  tone  was 
set  by  Jeff  Scott's  speech 
on  the  ignominious  futures 
of  those  graduating, 
including  the  prediction  that 
yes.  contrary  to  popular 
belief,  Willie  Goldman  will 
end  up  starring  in  low- 
budget  movies. 

Once  again  Marc 
Spence  proved  that  he  was 
master  of  the  dance  floor, 
although  Mr.  David 
Williams  and  Mme. 
Werbiski  made  a  run  for  the 
gold  by  dancing,  in  Ben 
Wakrat's  words,  "some  sort 
of  strange  stuff."  (It  was 
probably  the  Lindy  Hop.) 

The  evening  provided  a 
chance  to  spend  time  with 
the  whole  class  before 
heading  off  for  summer 
destinations  and  new 
schools  next  fall. 


Trois  Jours  en  frangais! 

Les  garfons  de  la  cinquieme  annee  sont 
alles  en  classe  verte,  a  I'Auberge  du  P'tit 
Bonheur  de  St-Donat,  pendant  trois  jours 
(du27au29mai). 

Ce  fut  un  sejour  inoubliable 

au  cours  duquel  les  eleves  ont 

fait  du  tir  a  Tare,  de  la  survie  en 

foret,  de  Forientation,  du  canot, 

de  la  voile,  de  Fhebertisme  et 

de  I'ecologie! 

Ce  voyage  etant  organise  dans  le  cadre  du  programme  de 

fran^ais,  les  eleves  ont  vecu  I'experience  entierement  en 

frangais! 

Des  T-shirts  et  des  epinglettes  de  I'Auberge  ont  ete  remis  a 
ceux  qui  ont  fait  des  efforts  remarquables  pour  parler  fran^ais 
ainsi  que  ceux  qui  ont  fait  preuve  d'un  bon  esprit  de  groupe! 
Une  equipe  s'est  meritee  un  diner  au  Mc  Donald! 
Quels  beaux  cadeaux  pour  la  fin  des  classes! 
La  cinquieme  a  done  fini  Fannee  sur  une  petite  note  de 
frangais  et  sont  ainsi  prets  a  entreprendre  leur  annee  excitante 
d'immersion  "La  Sixieme"  en  1992-93! 

Sylvie  Bastien-Doss 
Chef  du  departement  de  frangais  a  Felementaire 


Where  Do 

We  Go  From 

Here? 

The  Graduates  of  the  Class 

of  1992  will  be  attending 

the  following  institutions: 

College  de  Brebeuf           1 

Champlain  College           2 

Choate  -Rosemary  Hall     2 

Dawson  College               8 

Harvard  University            1 

John  Abbott  College         5 

Class  Afloat                      1 

Lower  Canada  College     4 

Lycee  Cambridge              1 

Marianopolis  College     22 

Neuchatel  Junior  College    1 

Vanier  College                   1 

Sports  Wrap-up 


This  year  the  SHS  Gryphons  met  with  great  success.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  team  awards  earned  over  the  1 99 1  - 1 992  year;  ^ 


Bantam  Football  -  GMAA  Champions 
Juvenile  Hockey  -  Provincial  Champions 
Midget  Basketball  -  St.  Georges  Tournament 
Grade  7  Basketball  -  Selwyn  Tournament 
Midget  Rugby  7's  -  GMAA.  B.C.S.  Champions 
Juvenile  Rugby  7's  -  GMAA  Champions 
Open  Tennis  -  GMAA  Champions 


Une  petite  visite  de  St-Andrew's  ! 


Suite  h  une  rencontre  entre  professeurs,  nous 
avons  decide  d'organiser  un  echange  entre  nos 
petits  de  lere  annee  et  la  maternelle  de  St- 
Andrew's.  Tout  ceci  dans  le  but  de  donner  la 
chance  h  chacun  de  partager  son  experience. 

Nous  avon.s  commence  notre  projet  en 
envoyant  des  lettres,  des  dessins  de  notre  ecole,  des 
cassettes  de  chansons  et  meme  des  photos  de  nos 
petits  bambins.  Suite  a  deux  mois  de 
correspondance,  nous  voila  enfin  arrives  a  la 
joumee  tant  attendue  du  lundi  8  juin. 

Les  petits  de  St-Andrew's  ont  pris  leur  courage 
k  deux  mains  et  ont  marche  ju.squ'a  nous  par  une 
belle  joumee  humide. 

Tout  ctait  pret  a  Selwyn  House.  Nos  eleves 
avaient  hate  de  revoir  leurs  anciens  professeurs  et 
de  rencontrer  de  nouveaux  amis:  filies  et  gardens. 


Enfin  ils  sont  arrives,  ils  avaient  eu  tres  chaud. 

Nous  nous  sommes  presentes  et  nous  avons 
visite  I'ecole. 

Puis,  la  surprise  est  arrivee!  Nous  avons 
degusiif  des  bombes  glacees:  petite  collation 
appropriee  et  appreciee  par  une  joumee  si  chaude... 
ouf! 

Place  au  recital:  tout  le  monde  a  bien  chante  et 
bien  ecoute. 

Une  petite  histoire  a  ete  racontee  afin  de  rela.\er 
avant  de  se  quitter.  Juste  avant  le  depart,  nous 
avons  echange  des  "Au  revoir"  tres  colores  en  sjj 
promettant  bien  siir  de  se  revoir  Fannee  prochaind 

les  amis  de  la  lere  annee 

Claudine  Martel 

Professeur  de  franyais 


